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Introduction
• The Yamuna is the second-largest tributary of the Ganga 

and one of the most revered rivers in India.

• Originates from the Yamunotri glacier in Uttarakhand and 
spans about 1,376 km.

• It flows through major states like Uttarakhand, Haryana, 
Delhi, and Uttar Pradesh.

Yamunotri glacier



Yamuna in 
Mythological Texts

• The Yamuna is considered a 
sacred river in Hinduism and 
is personified as the goddess 
Yamuna.

• According to the Rigveda and 
Puranas, Yamuna is the 
daughter of Surya (Sun god) 
and sister of Yama, the god of 
death.

• The river finds mention in 
ancient texts like 
Mahabharata, Bhagavata 
Purana, and Skanda Purana.

• Lord Krishna’s childhood 
stories are closely associated 
with the Yamuna River in 
Vrindavan and Mathura.

5th century terracotta sculpture of 
Yamuna with attendants

Krishna defeats 
Kaliya, 
dwelling in the 
Yamuna.



Archaeological Importance 
in Ancient Times

• The Indus-Saraswati civilization 
extended towards the Yamuna 
basin with settlements near 
Kalibangan and Alamgirpur.

• Excavations in Hastinapur (Uttar 
Pradesh) show continuity of 
habitation since the Vedic period.

• Pottery, terracotta figurines, and 
inscriptions found on Yamuna 
banks signify early urban life.

• Archaeological Survey of India 
reports confirm the presence of 
Painted Grey Ware culture.

Yamuna with 
attendants, 10th 
century, Ratang
iri temple.



Yamuna in Ancient Indian 
Cities

• Hastinapur, the capital of the 
Kauravas in Mahabharata, was 
situated on the Yamuna.

• Mathura, on Yamuna's banks, 
evolved as a major trade, religious 
and cultural hub in 6th century BCE.

• Kausambi, another city along the 
Yamuna, was an important center in 
the Maurya and Shunga empires.

• Pillars and inscriptions of Ashoka 
were found near Yamuna-related 
cities.

Ruins of Ashoka 
Pillar 
Kaushambi, 
Uttar Pradesh,

Krishna being 
carried over 
Yamuna by 
Vasudeva just 
after his birth..



Religious and Cultural 
Practices

• The Yamuna is central to the 
Bhakti movement, especially 
linked to Radha-Krishna 
worship.

• Thousands gather at its ghats 
during festivals like Yamuna 
Jayanti and Kartik Purnima.

• Vrindavan’s temples and ghats 
showcase spiritual importance 
of Yamuna in daily worship.

• Many poets and saints like 
Surdas wrote verses dedicated 
to Yamuna and Lord Krishna.

A temple dedicated 
to Yamuna at Yamuno
otri near the source 
of the river.

Temple in 
Vrindavan



Role During Maurya and Gupta 
Periods

• During the Maurya Empire, Yamuna acted as a trade and 
communication route.

• Gupta kings supported river-based irrigation and religious 
activities along the Yamuna.

• Temples and sculptures along the river flourished under 
royal patronage.

• Literature like Kalidasa’s works often referenced the 
beauty and utility of the Yamuna.            



Yamuna in Medieval India

• • The Delhi Sultanate built forts, 
mosques, and water structures 
near the Yamuna.

• Yamuna’s banks were central to 
cities like Agra and Delhi during 
the Mughal period.

• Mughal emperors constructed 
gardens, palaces, and tombs 
along the riverbanks.

• The famous Shalimar Bagh and 
Humayun’s Tomb utilized water 
from the Yamuna.

The Red Fort on one side and 
Salimgarh Fort on the other, 
separated by a braid or spill 
channel of the Yamuna — a 
scene from several 19th-century 
paintings of the Mughal city of 
Shahjahanabad



Mughal Era – Artistic Legacy

• • The Taj Mahal in Agra is situated 
on the banks of the Yamuna and 
reflects in its waters.

• Mughal paintings often depicted 
Yamuna as a serene and sacred 
setting.

• Yamuna was part of the royal 
lifestyle, used for boating and 
leisure by emperors.

• Shah Jahan built several 
structures with Yamuna-facing 
pavilions and balconies.

Taj Mahal: distant view with 
Yamuna River towards south



Yamuna in Sikh and Jain Traditions

• Guru Tegh Bahadur visited areas along the Yamuna and 
spread teachings of Sikhism.

• Gurudwaras near Delhi and UP mark his travels and spiritual 
activities.

• Jain texts refer to ancient pilgrimage centers near Yamuna 
like Hastinapur.

• Jain tirthas and statues have been found near river sites 
during excavations.

Guru Tegh 
Bahadur



Colonial Period – Infrastructure and 
Control

• The British developed canals and 
barrages on the Yamuna for 
agriculture and power.

• The Eastern and Western Yamuna 
Canals were constructed during the 
19th century.

• Delhi's water supply system began 
relying heavily on the Yamuna during 
colonial rule.

• Colonial maps and records 
documented the seasonal flow and 
importance of the river.

• Rail and road bridges over Yamuna 
symbolized the integration of old 
waterways with modern transport.

British-era Delhi Map showing 
Yamuna



RiveR Yamuna and delhi’s 
Transformation

• Delhi's layout during British Raj revolved around the Yamuna for 
water and aesthetics.

• The river influenced the positioning of Lutyens' Delhi and New 
Delhi.

• Government buildings and embassies were planned with the 
river as backdrop.

• Delhi’s development in the early 20th century focused on 
Yamuna for sanitation.

• Barrages like Wazirabad and Okhla became crucial for city 
planning.



Post-Independence Developments
• Post-1947, Yamuna became part of India’s Five-Year Plans 

focusing on irrigation and water conservation.
• Dams and barrages were renovated and expanded to meet 

Delhi's growing needs.
• Pollution control boards were set up due to increasing industrial 

and domestic waste.
• Urbanization led to encroachment and exploitation of the river’s 

floodplains.
• Government initiatives like Yamuna Action Plan (1993) aimed to 

restore its health.



Environmental Degradation

• Rapid industrialization led to the 
dumping of untreated sewage and toxic 
waste.

• A 2020 CPCB report declared Yamuna in 
Delhi as ecologically dead in many 
stretches.

• Foam and froth in the river are now 
symbolic of urban neglect.

• Over 70% of Delhi’s sewage enters the 
river untreated.

• Religious practices like idol immersion 
also add to the solid waste load.



Yamuna Action Plan – Goals and 
Implementation

• Initiated in 1993 with Japanese assistance 
to clean and revive the Yamuna.

• Phases I, II, and III aimed to improve 
sewage treatment and reduce pollution.

• Over 20 sewage treatment plants were 
proposed in the NCR region.

• Public awareness campaigns were 
launched alongside technical measures.

• Limited success due to coordination 
issues and rising urban waste.

Wastewater Treatment 
Plant at the Coronation 
Pillar site in north Delhi



Riverfront Development and 
Urban Projects

• Yamuna Riverfront project in 
Delhi aims to beautify and utilize 
the banks sustainably.

• Recreational spaces, parks, and 
eco-walks have been proposed.

• Proposals include floodplain 
restoration and biodiversity 
parks.

• Activists and courts monitor 
misuse of riverbank land for 
construction.



River Yamuna in Modern Art and 
Literature

• Poets like Harivansh Rai Bachchan and artists have 
lamented the dying, Yamuna.

• Modern plays, poems, and installations highlight the river’s 
cultural erosion.

• Art exhibitions in Delhi have used Yamuna as a theme of loss 
and hope.

• Literature describes the transformation of sacred waters 
into polluted streams.

• Students and young artists now engage with the river in 
awareness campaigns.



Yamuna’s impact on agRicultuRe 
and Economy

• The Yamuna irrigates fertile plains across Haryana and 
Western UP.

• Crops like wheat, sugarcane, vegetables thrive due to river-
fed canals.

• Fishermen and boatmen depend on Yamuna for livelihood.

• Flower and fruit markets near Yamuna support local 
economy.

• Pollution, however, affects both crop safety and aquatic 
biodiversity.



Yamuna and Future Sustainability

• Citizens must balance rituals 
with environmental sensitivity.

• Reviving Yamuna requires 
political will, public cooperation, 
and technological upgrades.

• River rejuvenation is tied to 
sustainable development goals.

• Efforts must include rural and 
urban communities equally.

• A healthy Yamuna ensures 
cultural continuity and 
ecological stability.



Conclusion – Reconnecting with 
Yamuna

• From mythology to modern India, Yamuna has shaped 
civilizations and consciousness.

• It is not just a water source but a symbol of heritage, faith, 
and survival.

• Awareness, education, and collective responsibility can 
revive its glory.

• Reimagining Yamuna is crucial for future generations.

• Let us preserve its legacy with knowledge, care, and action.


